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November 30, 1978

Me m o r a n d u m

To:

Benjamin L. Hooks

From:

Denton L. Watson

Attached please find your next weekly column. This is
based on the draft column by Chester Higgins which Paul
turned over to me. Your approval is requested.

Attachments
DLW/lh
cc:

Richard E. Barber
Paul H. Brock

December 11, 1978
Our New Day Begun
By Benjamin L. Hooks
Significance of National Monuments
For black Americans, ever so preoccupied with the consuming
struggle for civil rights, jobs and equality, . recreational pastimes
such as visiting national parks and monuments often seem a luxury
that are hardly worth the effort.

The simple task of scraping a

living leaves little energy, money or desire to do anything else
than meet in a neighborhood bar, on a street corner or visit
friends and relatives.

But the cultural and educational loss, as

Ira Hutchinson, deputy director of the National Parks Service,
noted, is real.
Corrrnenting on this gap in the lives of so many people, Mr.
Hutchinson suggested recently that a national conference be called
to determine why blacks do not visit these areas as much as whites.
Some people might not be willing to go as far as calling for
such a conference, seeing no irrmediate material gain.

Nevertheless,

Mr. Hutchinson's observations do merit serious consideration.
Most significant in the continuing cultural development of
blacks, the traditional victims of racism and deprivation, is the
mere presence of Mr. Hutchinson in a high policy-making position
in the Department of the Interior.

Federal

~gencies

such as

Interior, Agriculture and State have for too long been regarded
as white preserves.
So his presence here, as well as that of James A. Joseph,
unde rsecretary of Interior, should be applauded.

Their positions

underscore President Carter's desire to bring more minorities into
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policy-making positions within his administration.

That Mr.

Hutchinson has been able to direct attention to the need for
blacks to visit America's national parks and monuments in his
capacity as an official of Interior provides even more reason
why demands should be intensified for more appointments of this
kind.
At the same time, one is reminded of other painful aspects
of the American dilenma.

One is the history of Jim Crow and its

continuing psychological impact on so many American citizens.

No

doubt, this history of humiliation affected the way people continue
to behave and the heritage that is transmitted to upcoming generations.
It was

only a few short years ago that blacks were

barred by law, custom and fear from drinking at water fountains
reserved for whites, staying at white hotels, and sharing most
other public facilities that were designated for whites.

The

Civil Rights Act of 1964 changed that.
But up until then, blacks were limited in their travel by
the mere logistics of having to plan for rest stops where they
knew they would be accepted.

For blacks, the mere use of toilet

facilities was a trip (pun intended).
station most often offered no comfort.
would sell blacks gasoline.

Even the lowly service
The

~ttendant,

of course,

But they were barred from using the

restrooms.
Worth mentioning, also, is the severe flaw in American history .

So much of constructive involvement and contributions by
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wash~d

out of U.S. history, that few national

shrines or public monuments have any relevance or provide an
emotional upliftment for blacks.

When it is remembered, also,

that much of American history contains another type of pain for
blacks

the pain of slavery and centuries of discrimination .--

o ne is left to marvel that blacks really bother to visit some of
these monuments at all.
Yet, however unpleasant the experience might be, it is incumbent on blacks to visit and learn about any and every American
monument and shrine.

History is not only knowledge; but it is

strength, which is a prerequisite for survival and progress in
any culture or society.

# # #

# # #

